
WARSAW JUDAICA
Do you know that before the World War II Warsaw 
was one of the largest centres of Jewish culture 
in Europe? Jewish traditions were evident at every 
step from everyday life to architecture, art and 
literature. Discover the colourful world of Polish 
Jews and learn about their history from the 
Middle Ages to the present day.

The museum restores the memory of the rich, 1000-year history of Polish 
Jews from the Middle Ages to modern times. Look out for the unique 
architecture of the main hall, which in its shape resembles a gorge 
symbolising the passage of Jews across the Red Sea on the way to the 
Promised Land. Stop at the reconstructed vaulting of the 17th-century 
synagogue in Gwoździec and admire this example of how synagogues 
in Poland were painted. See also an interactive exhibition that will take 
you on a journey through the ages, for example along the streets of the 
pre-war Jewish quarter.

The monument was created shortly after the World War II to commem-
orate those who fought and died in the Warsaw ghetto. It was at this 
monument in 1970 that the German Chancellor Willy Brandt knelt 
in apology for the crimes committed by the Third Reich.

The Umschlagplatz monument is located in the place where in 1942 
Jews were transported to the Treblinka extermination camp. The shape 
resembles the walls of the ghetto and a railway wagon, and more than 
four hundred names of victims are engraved on the walls. Walk from the 
Monument to the Ghetto Heroes to Umschlagplatz along the Memorial 
Route of the Martyrdom and Struggle of Jews and pay attention to the 
commemorative stones depicting the history of the most important fi gures 
of the Warsaw ghetto.

POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews 
(Muzeum Historii Żydów Polskich POLIN)
ul. Anielewicza 6, www.polin.pl

Monument to the Ghetto Heroes 
(Pomnik Bohaterów Getta)
ul. Ludwika Zamenhofa 
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Umschlagplatz 
ul. Stawki3
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Plac Grzybowski has been the centre the Jewish community in Warsaw 
for many years. To this day, you can taste Jewish cuisine here and take 
part in cultural events such as Singer’s Festival. Próżna Street is adjacent 
to the square – the only street in the pre-war Jewish quarter that survived 
the war.

Go to the courtyard between Sienna and Złota streets to see fragments 
of the Jewish Ghetto wall. In the city centre, also pay attention to the 
iron slabs set in the pavements that set out the boundaries of the former 
ghetto.

This historic place of rest contains beautiful tombstones and traditional 
matzevot. Many eminent persons are buried there, among them the 
founder of the Esperanto language Ludwik Zamenhof and the writer 
Ischok Leib Perec. Visit the symbolic grave of Janusz Korczak, the protector 
of children who during the World War II was murdered in Treblinka along 
with the children in his care in a gas chamber.

Visit the only synagogue in the capital that survived the Holocaust period. 
It was founded by Zalman ben Menashe Nożyk, a wealthy textile mer-
chant, and his wife Ryfka. The Nożyk Synagogue was built in the 
Neo-Romanesque style. During World War II, the building served the 
Germans as a stable and feed store. Go to Próżna street, one of the few 
places where the atmosphere of Jewish Warsaw has been preserved.

The popular Jewish restaurant Menora served customers there for years. 
Today, Charlotte Menora, inspired by the previous restaurant, has opened 
in its place and offers traditional kosher delicacies. Menora Infopunkt 
operates in the building, offering information about Jewish cultural events 
in Warsaw and thematic tours of the capital. Food connoisseurs will 
be interested in culinary workshops that reveal the secrets 
of Jewish-Polish cuisine.

In 1942, a wooden bridge was built over Chłodna street connecting the 
‘small’ and ‘large’ ghetto. Today, in this place you will fi nd a multimedia 
art installation The Footbridge of Remembrance about the tragic events 
of that period.

Learn about the extraordinary story of the house located in the Warsaw 
Zoo. During World War II, the zoo director, Jan Żabiński, and his wife hid 
Jews from the Warsaw ghetto. Their story was depicted in the Holly-
wood movie The Zookeeper’s Wife starring Jessica Chastain as Antonina 
Żabińska.

Jewish Historical Institute 
(Żydowski Instytut Historyczny)
ul. Tłomackie 3/5, www.jhi.pl

Plac Grzybowski
The ghetto wall (Mur getta)
ul. Sienna 55, entrance from 62Złota street

The Jewish cemetery (Cmentarz Żydowski)
ul. Okopowa 49/51
www.warszawa.jewish.org.pl

Menora InfoPunkt & Charlotte Menora
plac Grzybowski 2
www.polin.pl/pl/menora

The Footbridge installation (Instalacja „Kładka”)
ul. Chłodna

The Żabiński villa (Willa Żabińskich)
ul. Ratuszowa 1/3
www.zoo.waw.pl
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The Nożyk synagogue 
Synagoga Nożyków
ul. Twarda 6, www.warszawa.jewish.org.pl 
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Before the war, this historical 
building housed the Main Judaic 
Library and the Institute 
of Judaic Sciences. During the 
war, it was the offi ce of Jewish 
Social Self-Help Organization. 
In 1947, after reconstruction, 
the building became the head-
quarters of the Jewish Historical 
Institute. Look at the priceless 
documents from the under-
ground Ringelblum Archive 
of the Warsaw Ghetto stored 
here. The archive is on the 
UNESCO World Heritage list. 

The ghetto wall (Mur getta)
ul. Sienna 55, entrance from 62Złota street
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